
Tales by Moons-light Series
Award-winning science-rich stories for middle grade readers ages 9-12

NEW FOR FALL 2020
Frankie Russo doesn't brood about the past or worry about the future. He lives in the 
present moment, frolicking in a world of make-believe that drives his high-achieving 
parents crazy. They have lofty ambitions for him, but Frankie has no interest. He prefers 
to flip helium burgers on Jupiter or rule a kingdom of mermen in the Caspian Sea, up 
inside his head, where all the fun is.

Frankie’s parents nag him endlessly, worried he’ll come to nothing. But all that changes 
when he disappears through a mysterious crack in his bedroom ceiling and finds 
himself on a distant, two-mooned planet called Urth.

Why was he drawn there? He doesn’t know, but as he embarks on a delightful, mind-
blowing adventure, Frankie’s desperate parents think he's been abducted, and an 
innocent man is arrested and charged with the crime!

Rich in science yet wildly creative!

Includes a Glossary and Pronunciation Guide including characters, locations, 
scientific terms and concepts. 

“A uniquely captivating and dazzling adventure into the reaches of inner and 
outer space. A wonderful, valuable read for both children and adults alike!” 
—Angelica Kaner, PhD - Psychologist/Psychoanalyst 

“Finally, an author who helps us understand that we sculpt society to meet the 
needs of our children and not the other way around. � is work is a heart-
warming journey of growth, understanding and celebration!” 
—Melissa Schlenker - Middle school counselor and mother 

“If you are a Harry Potter fan, you are going to love this book! It is the most 
creative adventure story I have read in a long, long time. Even I finished the 
book, I couldn’t stop thinking about the characters and the story. It really makes 
you think. I can’t wait for the next book to come out!!” 
—Hana, age 11, grade 6

Ruthy Ballard is a children’s book author, artist, and 
scientist. By day, she is “Dr. Ruth Ballard,” a professor and 
forensic biologist who serves as a consultant in criminal 
cases involving DNA evidence. By night, she romps in an 
imaginative world of color and words that has been her 
playground since childhood. As an author, Ruthy’s mission is 
building scientific literacy in kids through masterful 
storytelling. By sparking and nurturing their natural 
curiosity, we empower them to adapt, thrive, and lead in a 
rapidly changing world. 

220 pages 5.5 x 8.5 Middle Grade – Ages 9-12 
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ISBN ________________ eBook $price
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COMING IN SPRING 2021

In the best tradition of 
William Steig, Aesop’s 
Fables and Tales of 
Beedle the Bard, this 
companion volume to 
Ruthy’s Ballard’s Tales 
by Moons-Light series 
spins seven beautifully 
written tales from a 
distant, two-mooned 
planet called Urth. 
Grab a flashlight and 
dive beneath the 
covers. This book is 
best read in bed, after 
dark, when the fairies 
come out!
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